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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

14th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5) 
 

Friday 12 June 2020 
 
The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in a virtual meeting and be broadcast on 
www.scottishparliament.tv. 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether 

to take item 6 in private. 
 
2. Subordinate legislation: The Committee will consider the following negative 

instrument— 
 

SSI 2020/163: The Police Act 1997 and the Protection of Vulnerable 
Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 (Fees) (Coronavirus) Regulations 2020 
 

3. Subordinate legislation: The Committee will take evidence on the Registration 
of Independent Schools (Prescribed Person) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) 
Amendment Regulations 2020 [draft] from— 

 
John Swinney MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, Scottish 
Government. 
 

4. Subordinate legislation: John Swinney MSP (Cabinet Secretary for Education 
and Skills to move — 

 S5M-21829—That the Education and Skills Committee recommends that 
the Registration of Independent Schools (Prescribed Person) 
(Coronavirus) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2020 [draft] be 
approved. 
 

5. Covid-19 — School education and early learning: The Committee will take 
evidence from— 

 
John Swinney MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, Scottish 
Government. 
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6. Review of Evidence: The Committee will consider the evidence that it heard 
earlier under agenda item 5.  

 
 

Roz Thomson 
Clerk to the Education and Skills Committee 

Room T3.40  The Scottish Parliament  Edinburgh 
Tel: 85222 

Email: Roz.Thomson@parliament.scot 
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The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda item 2  

Paper by clerk  ES/S5/20/14/1 

Agenda item 3  

Paper by clerk  ES/S5/20/14/2 

Agenda item 5  

SPICe briefing paper  ES/S5/20/14/3 

Submissions pack  ES/S5/20/14/4 

 



Agenda item  2        ES/S5/20/14/1 

1 
 

Education and Skills Committee 

14th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5), Friday 12 June 2020 

Subordinate Legislation 

Introduction   

1. This paper is to inform the Committee’s consideration of a Scottish Statutory 
Instrument (SSI)– 
The Police Act 1997 and the Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 
2007 (Fees) (Coronavirus) Regulations 2020 – SSI 2020/163 

 
Committee procedure 

2. The instrument is subject to the negative procedure which means that it will 
come into force unless the Committee, and subsequently the Parliament, 
agrees a motion to annul the instrument.  No motions to annul have been lodged 
for this instrument. 

 
Purpose 

3. In the Policy Note for the instrument, the Scottish Government states that the 
background of the regulations is as follows: 

‘As part of Scottish Ministers’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic, a 
Ministerial decision was taken which suspended charging fees for disclosure 
products and applications to join the PVG Scheme when the application was 
for recruitment into a role responding to the pandemic. 

The policy aim behind the suspension of fees was to ensure that individuals 
and organisations recruiting individuals responding to the COVID-19 pandemic 
were not burdened by the cost of disclosure checks, and the administrative 
process associated with the fee being paid. 

While that aim has been achieved, the future picture about whether a 
heightened response to the coronavirus disease may recur remains uncertain.  
Should there be a future surge in new cases which requires another call for 
individuals to deliver or support delivery of priority services, it does not follow 
that individuals who responded between March and June will do so again.’  
 
Policy Objectives  

 
4. The Scottish Government states that: 

 
‘The objective behind these Regulations is to ensure that individuals and 
organisations recruiting individuals in qualifying sectors solely for the purpose 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/163/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/163/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2020/163/policy-note/contents
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of responding to the coronavirus pandemic do not have to pay for disclosure 
checks.  
 
This SSI will, therefore, waive the prescribed fees of £18 or £59 payable for 
PVG disclosure requests, and the prescribed fee of £59 when applying to join 
the PVG Scheme, and also set a fee of £0 in relation to disclosure 
applications made under the 1997 Act but only when the disclosure 
application or requests is solely in connection with recruitment to COVID-19 
priority roles.  The SSI will remain in force for 6 months from the date that it 
comes into force unless Ministers decide to revoke it sooner.’  
    
Consultation 

 
5. The Scottish Government will discuss these regulations with members of a 

COSLA-led group responding to the pandemic.  That group has 
representatives from COSLA, local councils, health and social care bodies, 
Scottish regulatory bodies and the Scottish Government.   

 
Impact Assessments 

 
6. The Scottish Government states that there are no Equality, Fairer Scotland or 

Children’s Rights issues associated with these Regulations.  

Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment 

7. The Minister for Children and Young People confirms that a Business and 
Regulatory Impact Assessment has been prepared as the Regulations will have 
a short-term negative financial effect on the Scottish Government, and short-
term positive financial effect for local government, health boards, voluntary 
organisations and businesses in Scotland as they respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic 

 Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 

8. At its meeting on 9th June 2020, the Delegated Powers and Law Reform 
Committee considered the instrument subject to the negative procedure and 
made no comment. 
 
Timescales for this Committee 

9. Should the Committee wish to report on this instrument, the deadline to do so 
is by the 7th of September 2020 

Action 

10. The Committee is invited to consider this instrument. 

 
Clerks 
Education & Skills Committee 
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Education and Skills Committee 

14th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5), Friday 12 June 2020 

Subordinate Legislation: draft affirmative instrument 

Introduction 
1. This paper seeks to inform the Committee’s consideration of the Registration of 

Independent Schools (Prescribed Person) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) 
Amendment Regulations 2020 [draft], which are subject to the affirmative 
procedure.  
 

2. If approved by the Parliament, the Amendment Order will come into force on 
the day after it is made. The Amendment Order together with its policy note are 
attached to this paper at Annexe A and Annexe B. 

 
Timetable 
  
3. The SSI was laid on 18 May 2020 and the lead committee (Education and 

Skills) must report by 8 October 2020. 
 

Purpose  
4. The purpose of the instrument is to extend the date by which all teachers in 

independent schools (recruited before 01 October 2017) must register with the 
General Teaching Council for Scotland (“GTCS”). This extension is required as 
a result of disruption caused by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Consultation 
5. The Scottish Government states that the policy intention for all teachers in 

independent schools to be registered with the GTCS was fully considered during 
the passage of the Education (Scotland) Act 2016, which amended section 133 
of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 to provide for regulations to be made under 
section 98A(6) with transitory provisions, and no objections were raised at that 
time. 

 
6. The Scottish Government highlights that ongoing direct consultation with key 

stakeholders has been key to reaching a decision to extend the deadline for 
compliance with the duty to enable those remaining teachers to register with the 
GTCS by the statutory deadline and to determine the period of extension 
required to that deadline. 

 
7. A draft of this instrument was shared across all independent schools in Scotland 

from 14 April 2020 to 30 April 2020. Two responses were received with both 
being supportive of the extension. 

 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Delegated_Powers/Guide_to_SSIs.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Delegated_Powers/Guide_to_SSIs.pdf
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Committee Procedure 
 
8. This is an affirmative instrument.  

 
9. The affirmative parliamentary procedure is set out in Chapter 10 of the 

Parliament’s Standing Orders. Instruments subject to the affirmative procedure 
cannot come into force unless they are approved by the Parliament. 
 

10. It is usual practice for subject committees to take evidence from the Scottish 
Government in advance of considering the instrument. 

 
11. During its formal consideration, a member of the Scottish Government 

proposes, by motion, that the lead committee recommend that the instrument 
or draft instrument be approved.  The committee then has up to 90 minutes to 
debate the motion.  The lead committee must report its recommendation to the 
Parliament; where the lead committee recommends the instrument be 
approved, the Parliamentary Bureau will propose a motion that the instrument 
be agreed. 

 
12. At its meeting today, the Committee will take evidence from the Cabinet 

Secretary for Education and Skills and his officials. The Cabinet Secretary will 
then move Motion S5M-21829— 

 
That the Education and Skills Committee recommends that the Registration of 
Independent Schools (Prescribed Person) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 2020 [draft] be approved. 

 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee  
13. The Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee considered the instrument 

on 26th May 2020 and had no comment to make on the draft regulations.  
  

Action 
 
14. Members are invited to— 

 
• take evidence from the Cabinet Secretary and Scottish Government officials 

on the instrument; 
 

• ask the Cabinet Secretary to move (the Committee will then debate and vote 
on) the motion on the instrument; and 

 
• delegate authority to the Convener to sign off the Committee’s report to the 

Parliament on the instrument. 
 
Clerks 
Education & Skills Committee  

https://www.parliament.scot/Parliamentaryprocedureandguidance/SOEd05Rev07201909.pdf
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/DPLR/2020/5/26/Subordinate-Legislation-Considered-by-the-Delegated-Powers-and-Law-Reform-Committee-on-26-May-2020/DPLRS052020R30.pdf
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Annexe A 
 

Draft Regulations laid before the Scottish Parliament under section 133(2C)(b) of the Education 
(Scotland) Act 1980 for approval by resolution of the Scottish Parliament. 

 

D R A  F T S C O T T  I S H S T  A T  U T O R Y I N S T R U M E N T S 
 

 

2020 No. 
 

EDUCATION 
 

The Registration of Independent Schools (Prescribed Person) 
(Coronavirus) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2020 

Made - - - - 2020 

Coming into force in accordance with regulation 1 
 

The Scottish Ministers make the following Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 
98A(6) and 133(2D)(b) of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980(a) and all other powers enabling them to 
do so. 

 

In accordance with section 133(2C)(a) of that Act(b), the Scottish Ministers have consulted such persons 
as they think fit on a draft of this instrument. 

 

In accordance with section 133(2C)(b) of that Act, a draft of this instrument has been laid before and 
approved by resolution of the Scottish Parliament. 

 

Citation and commencement 
1. These Regulations may be cited as the Registration of Independent Schools (Prescribed 

Person) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2020 and come into force on the 
day after the day on which they are made. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(a) 1980 c.44. Section 98A was inserted by section 24(2) of the Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc. Act 2000 (asp 6) and 
relevantly amended by section 4(2) of the School Education (Ministerial Powers and Independent Schools) (Scotland) 
Act 2004 (asp 12). Section 133(2D) was inserted by section 26 of the Education (Scotland) Act 2016 (asp 8). 

(b) Section 133(2C) was inserted by paragraph 1(7) of schedule 1 of the School Education (Ministerial Powers and 
Independent Schools) (Scotland) Act 2004 (asp 12). 



 

2 

 

 

 
Amendment of the Registration of Independent Schools (Prescribed 
Person) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 

2. In regulation 3 of the Registration of Independent Schools (Prescribed Person) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017(a) (transitory provision), for “1st October 2020” substitute “1 
June 2021”. 

 
 
 
 
 

Name 
A member of the Scottish Government 

St Andrew’s House, 
Edinburgh 
Date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(a) S.S.I. 2017/259. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 
(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

These Regulations amend regulation 3 of the Registration of Independent Schools (Prescribed Person) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 to provide that the requirement for a person employed as a teacher by an 
independent school on or before 1 October 2017 to register with the General Teaching Council for 
Scotland will take effect from 1 June 2021. The change made by these Regulations is necessary as a result 
of disruption caused by coronavirus (severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARSCoV-2)). 
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Annexe B 
 

POLICY NOTE 
 

Registration of Independent Schools (Prescribed Person) (Coronavirus) (Scotland) 
Amendment Regulations 2020 

 
SSI 2020/XXX  

 
 

1. The above instrument was made in exercise of the powers conferred by section 
sections 98A(6) and 133(2D)(b) of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980.   
 

2. These Regulations are subject to affirmative procedure. 
 

 
 
Policy Objectives 
 

3. This instrument amends regulation 3 of the Registration of Independent Schools 
(Prescribed Person) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (“the 2017 Regulations”) to provide 
that the requirement for a person employed by an independent school on or before 1 
October 2017 to register with the GTCS will take effect from 1 June 2021 rather than 
from the current date of 1 October 2020. 

 
Background 
 

4. The 2017 Regulations state that from 1 October 2017 only a teacher who is registered 
with the GTCS can be appointed as a teacher in an independent school. 
 

5. Discussions with the sector during the development of the 2017 Regulations indicated 
that while it was anticipated that some teachers would meet the required standards 
there would be varying degrees of actions required by others to meet the standards. 
Transitory arrangements were included in the 2017 Regulations to allow for any 
teacher employed prior to 1 October 2017 who is not GTCS registered, to do so by 1 
October 2020. That provision is set out in regulation 3 of the 2017 Regulations. 
 

6. At 1 April 2020 there were around 4,000 teachers in independent schools of which 
approximately 300 were not GTCS registered. 
 

7. In light of pressures from COVID-19, it was assessed that there is a risk that not all 
teachers in independent schools who were employed prior to 1 October 2017 would 
meet the statutory requirement to be registered with the GTCS by 1 October 2020. 
This instrument therefore amends regulation 3 of the 2017 Regulations to extend the 
deadline to 1 June 2021 for those remaining teachers to register with the GTCS. 

The purpose of the instrument is to extend the date by which all teachers in independent 
schools (recruited before 01 October 2017) must register with the General Teaching 
Council for Scotland (“GTCS”). This extension is required as a result of disruption 
caused by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Consultation  
8. The policy intention for all teachers in independent schools to be registered with the 

GTCS was fully considered during the passage of the Education (Scotland) Act 2016, 
which amended section 133 of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 to provide for 
regulations to be made under section 98A(6) with transitory provisions, and no 
objections were raised at that time. 
 

9. A full public consultation took place from 20 March to 1 May 2017 on the 2017 
Regulations. Thirteen responses were received to this with the majority of respondents 
agreeing with the draft Regulations.  

 
10. Ongoing direct consultation with key stakeholders has been key to reaching a decision 

to extend the deadline for compliance with the duty to enable those remaining 
teachers to register with the GTCS by the statutory deadline and to determine the 
period of extension required to that deadline. 
 

11. A draft of this instrument was shared across all independent schools in Scotland from 
14 April 2020 to 30 April 2020. Two responses were received with both being 
supportive of the extension. 

 
Impact Assessments 
 

12. There are significant impacts to society as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
instrument extends existing regulations and stems from what is already in force, and is 
therefore not new policy. Extending the date by which all teachers in independent 
schools require to be registered with the GTCS will not affect the impact previously  
identified when the 2017 Regulations were brought forward - see links to 2017 impact 
assessments here: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/sdsi/2017/9780111035863/resources   

 
Financial Effects  

13. There will be no financial impact to the Scottish Government. 
 

14. Aligned with the financial assessment for the 2017 Regulations there will be financial 
implications for the sector (for the remaining approx. 300 unregistered teachers).   
 

15. The total cost of registering with GTCS as a teacher qualified in Scotland is currently 
£124. This reduces to £83 if the teacher is already a member of the PVG scheme as 
only a short scheme check will be required. There could be some financial impact on 
independent schools in respect of releasing staff for training and/or supporting their 
staff to reach the required standard for GTCS registration, however, this would be on 
a school by school basis. 

Scottish Government 
Learning Directorate May 2020 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/sdsi/2017/9780111035863/resources
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Education and Skills Committee  
Covid 19: Re-opening Schools etc. 

Friday 12 June 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

The Education and Skills Committee will take evidence from the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills on plans to re-open schools following the Covid 19 lockdown.  In 
addition, the Committee has been interested in: Early years and Childcare; the experience 
of vulnerable children including during lockdown; and the 2020 exam diet. 

Last week, the Committee heard from Larry Flannagan and Jim Thewliss from the EIS and 
SLS respectively.  The Official Report has been published and is available online. 

This paper has been updated from last week’s paper to reflect the committee’s discussions 
and the submissions received. Links to submissions are included in a separate paper. 

This paper is arranged in four themes: the re-opening of schools; ELC; vulnerable children; 
and the exam diet in 2020 and 2021. 

THEME 1: RE-OPENING SCHOOLS 

On 21 May, the Scottish Government has announced that, provided it is safe to do so, 
schools and ELC settings will re-open to pupils on 11 August.  The Scottish Government 
set out a framework for this and asked each local authority to provide a Local Phasing 
Delivery Plan. 

The Scottish Government has published a number of documents in relation this decision: 

• Strategic Framework for Reopening Schools, Early Learning and Childcare 
Provision (21 May) 

• Strategic Framework for Reopening Schools And Early Learning And Childcare 
Settings: Initial Impact Assessment (21 May) 

• Education Continuity Direction and guidance note (21 May) 

• Discussion on the scientific evidence that supported the decision (26 May) 

• Guidance in relation to Schools (28 May) 

• A statement on CfE in the Recovery Phase (5 June) 

• Guidance on support for continuity in learning (5 June) 

The Scottish Government stated that it has developed this Strategic Framework “jointly 
[with] Local Government, with support from key partners across the education system” 
particularly through the Education Recovery Group (ERG).  The ERG comprises of 
national agencies, local government, trade unions and  NPFS.  A list of the members of the 

http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12680&mode=pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-settings-initial-impact-assessment/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-settings-initial-impact-assessment/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-act-2020-educational-continuity-direction/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-schools-early-learning-and-childcare-settings---scientific-evidence/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-curriculum-for-excellence-in-the-recovery-phase/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-learning/
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ERG is included in the Annexe to this paper.  It is unclear whether or to what extent the 
ERG has been able, through its members, to consult on its proposals for the re-opening of 
schools and ELC settings.  At a national level, it is also unclear how the views of young 
people are being taken into account. 

The intention is that plans will be developed at local authority and school  levels.  The 
guidance for re-opening schools sets out an expectation that these will be undertaken with 
consultation with teachers, parents/carers and pupils.  Some submissions suggest that 
communication between schools and parents has been patchy (e.g. Enquire) and Jim 
Thewliss told the Committee that how to communicate effectively with parents is an area of 
discussion for members of SLS (OR 5 June 2020, Col 31).  Larry Flanagan stated that the 
EIS was in discussions with some local authorities around the cleaning regimes for schools 
(col 11). The guidance included a diagram which set out an “indicative outline of a process 
that may be followed”. 

 

Along with the framework, the Scottish Government made an Education Continuity 
Direction under the Coronavirus Act 2020.  This ECD directed education authorities to plan 
and prepare for children to resume attendance at schools and ELC settings.  Education 
Authorities were directed to prioritise children starting P1 or S1.  The direction also placed 
a specific duty on Education Authorities to provide home learning.  The ECD disapplied a 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/pages/digital/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/pages/digital/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12680&mode=pdf
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number of statutory duties1 on Education Authorities, including: the general duty to provide 
additional support to those identified as having ASN; and the duty to secure ELC for 
eligible children.  The ECD also disapplies the duty on parents to provide education for 
their children, if they would have discharged that duty by sending the child to a publicly 
funded school. 

The framework envisages a “blended approach” to learning whereby pupils alternate 
between home learning and learning in school while maintaining necessary social 
distancing measures.   

Safety of pupils, staff and parents 

The framework stated that the implementation of this approach is conditional on two 
factors:  

• scientific and medical advice that it is safe to proceed, and  

• implementation of complementary public health measures, (including but not limited 
to test, trace, isolate and support practices as well as guidance on, and supply of, 
any appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) for all staff). 

The framework also noted the “four harms” caused by the pandemic.  These are: 

1. The direct harm to people’s health of the virus. 

2. The wider impact on health and social care services in Scotland. 

3. The restrictions which have been put in place affect our broader way of living and 
society. 

4. The impact on the economy, particularly effect on poverty and inequality. 

The Scottish Government published a paper on the scientific evidence that has supported 
decision-making in relation to the reopening of schools.  The paper explicitly set the 
decision-making process in the context of a balance of these harms, albeit with a focus on 
supressing the virus.  It also set out the current thinking in relation to the risks to children of 
the virus.  This paper summarised the evidence: 

• “Younger children may be less susceptible to infection from COVID-19 than adults. 
However, the underlying evidence on this is not strong. There is insufficient 
evidence to determine whether older children have differing susceptibility to 
infection from adults. Data suggests positivity rate of tests for COVID-19 carried out 
in children has been far lower than for other age groups. Less than 1% of positive 
tests in Scotland are accounted for by people aged under 15.  

• “There is a growing amount of evidence that the susceptibility to clinical disease of 
younger children is lower than for adults. As with susceptibility to infection, there is 
not enough evidence yet to determine whether susceptibility to disease is different 
in older children to adults.  

                                                
1 Insofar as the failure to meet these duties was attributable to the ECD. 
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• “There is generally good evidence that the severity of disease in children is lower 
than in adults. The latest NRS data shows that, up to 17 May 2020, there have been 
no COVID-19 deaths registered amongst people aged under 15 in Scotland. 

• “There is no evidence to suggest that children transmit the virus any more than 
adults. Some studies suggest younger children may transmit less, but this evidence 
is inconclusive.” 

The framework noted that the Chief Medical Officer’s Advisory Group’s view was that it 
would be appropriate to consider actions to support distancing guidance in schools.  There 
was a minority in this group, however, who thought that “once the timing was appropriate 
to enable opening of schools in any form, physical distancing in classrooms may not be a 
necessary measure and that fully re-opening schools should be considered”. 

In terms of the suggested blended approach, the paper outlining the scientific advice 
stated that “modelling suggests that approaches to reopening which employ a ‘rota’ type 
attendance system may be effective at reducing transmission chains and the potential 
impact.”  But, the paper continues, “the combined impact of this and any other easing 
measures needs to be considered alongside evidence against the four harms as well as 
the practicalities of implementation.” 

The Scottish Government has provided guidance to support education authorities and 
schools to safely implement a phased re-opening.  This covers a range of practical 
considerations including the provision for children with ASN and younger children for whom 
it would not be reasonable to expect the maintenance of a 2m distance.  For these 
children, the guidance suggests an additional risk mitigation approach, which includes 
organising children into small groups of consistent membership. 

In his letter to the Committee on 26 May 2020, the Cabinet Secretary stated— 

“As part of our plans for educational recovery we have specific work on developing 
a holistic, framework to support the learning journey and wellbeing of all children, 
young people and their families. This will include a range of actions, including taking 
specific account of children and young people with additional support needs 
providing support to learners and families most adversely affected by Covid-19.” 

The paper on the scientific evidence suggested that in circumstances where a 2m space 
would not be possible for staff, personal protective equipment may be required. Larry 
Flanagan told the Committee that— 

“People are worried and have their own health concerns, and reassuring them about 
their own personal safety is probably fundamental to having them work effectively in 
the classroom.” (Col 6) 

The NASUWT’s most recent submission to the Committee argued that the suite of 
guidance “currently lacks essential detail on a number of critical issues, including the tasks 
that will specifically require staff to be physically present in the workplace.”  Unison’s 
submission stated— 

“UNISON’s survey of education staff shows the vast majority are anxious about 
plans for more children to return to schools and nurseries. Before they return we 
need clear guidance about how we keep children and staff safe followed by safe 
implementation of the guidance. Education budgets were already challenging 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200526InDFMtoEducationCommittee.pdf
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12680&mode=pdf
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12680&mode=pdf
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therefore there will need to be substantial funding in order to put measures into 
place to ensure safe learning and care.” 

Scottish Government guidance provides advice for when pupils or staff are clinically 
vulnerable and extremely clinically vulnerable (shielded)2, or are living with someone in 
one of these groups.  Parents of pupils in the first group should follow medical advice and 
staff are clinically vulnerable should work from home if possible.  Those in the shielded 
group should not attend school.  Staff and pupils that live with someone who is clinically 
vulnerable can attend school.  Staff and pupils that live with someone who is extremely 
clinically vulnerable should only do so if they are able to “stringently adhere” to 2m social 
distancing. 

Connect are surveying parents and carers on their experiences and views of the lockdown 
and schooling – this is a follow-up to a survey conducted in April.  Connect released 
interim findings last week.  In relation to how parents feel about their children returning to 
school/nursery, 24% of those surveyed reported feeling positive about it, 47% a little 
worried and requiring more reassurance or information, and 10% said that they were very 
worried.  59% of respondents said that they are certain that their children will return to 
school and 37% were not sure.   

The Committee has received submissions from individual youth projects.  Some children 
are fearful of catching the virus (see the submission from Citadel Youth), others were more 
concerned at being carriers of the virus and the risk it might present to parents and 
grandparents (see Kirkcaldy YMCA).  One young person is reported as saying: 

“I just want everything to be normal again and not having to worry about being 2m 
apart” (Citadel Youth) 

Teaching and learning 

As noted above, the proposal is that schools will have a blended approach to teaching and 
learning, which includes time in school and time home learning. 

The Scottish Government’s strategic framework stated that “No matter how well planned 
in-home learning is, it is not the same as having effective learning and teaching within the 
school environment, led by teachers.”  The framework stressed that schools should focus 
on pupil wellbeing, alongside literacy and numeracy.  It said— 

“A blended model of in-school and in-home learning is reliant on consistent, easy to 
use in-home learning materials which are intended to support and complement, but 
not replicate, in-school learning. This includes consideration of the specific needs of 
children and young people with additional support needs and other families most in 
need of support … 

“Education Scotland will ensure learning materials are available on a national basis 
both to support in-home learning and to augment and support schools’ own 
arrangements for children and young people. This will include the development of 
education, community and family capacity to enable this work and to achieve 
effective learning.” 

                                                
2 Details of higher-risk group and the extremely high risk groups to which the guidance refers can be found 
here: https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-
19/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/pages/digital/
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-covid-19-physical-distancing
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Enquire’s submission stated that it had heard from families with children with ASN who are 
currently receiving effective home education packages from schools. Enquire continued, 
“however, for some families the work has not been differentiated for their child’s individual 
needs or the platform is not accessible to their child, so they are struggling to access an 
education.” 

It is a little unclear how a blended approach from August will work in practice.  Larry 
Flannagan told the Committee last week that the development of blended learning will be 
“the biggest curriculum challenge of the century”, he explained that intention is that 
teachers would focus on the learning in school and Education Scotland would be 
developing a suite of materials to support children’s home-learning.  He said— 

“Education Scotland will match progression in the curriculum in a way that means 
that teachers will know what will be available, and they will be able to reference the 
package as part of their classroom teaching without necessarily having to do all the 
preparation and correction. At least, that is the theory.” (Col 4) 

At the same Committee meeting, Jim Thewliss noted that the blended learning approach is 
complex and agreed that it is a considerable challenge.  He said 

“Blended learning is sophisticated, and we have to understand the levels of 
sophistication to be able to engage with young people at the level of their 
understanding and their progression in learning in order to make sense of the way 
forward. There will be different implications for young people across the system: 
those within broad general education, those in the senior phase and those who, as 
we have discussed, have been disengaged from their learning.” (Col 19) 

The Royal Society of Edinburgh and Learned Societies’ Group provided a joint submission 
to the Committee.  This submission supported the idea that nationally produced resourced 
be put in place for home learning.  The submission also highlighted the importance of good 
pedagogy, it said— 

“It will be important to ensure that, as part of a blended approach to learning, digital 
provision is founded on effective pedagogy. It is commonly stated that young people 
are ‘digital natives’, confident with digital devices and the online environment, 
however, experience during the period of school closure so far has highlighted that 
this is generally not the case. Whilst many learners may be very familiar with tasks 
such as accessing YouTube videos and the use of social media, there is often a 
significant need for the development of the more complex skills required for effective 
online learning using the tools and apps designed for this purpose. For effective and 
efficient blended learning there is a need for training for both teachers and learners.” 

The NASUWT’s submission argues that pedagogy and the leadership of learning should 
remain in school and with teachers.  It said— 

“Putting teachers at the heart of the development of COVID-resilient pedagogy, 
within a setting-level and national policy context that supports the appropriate use of 
professional autonomy will ensure that children and young people can continue to 
benefit from the high-quality learning experiences to which they are entitled.” 

The guidance for re-opening schools sets out an expectation that individual local 
authorities will develop Local Delivery Phasing Plans and for schools to make School 

http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12680&mode=pdf
http://parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12680&mode=pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/pages/digital/
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Recovery Plans.  The guidance makes some suggestions on how schools might timetable 
learning.  For senior phase pupils, it suggested— 

“Pupils may come into school for a longer session with the teacher or to perform 
practical elements, with self-directed learning or theory then being completed at 
home via online learning. A flipped learning3 approach may be particularly helpful in 
senior phase.” 

Larry Flanagan told the Committee that motivation is a big factor in successful remote 
learning and that mentoring is vital, particularly for children from deprived backgrounds; 
(OR 5 June 2020, col 13).  In terms of the teaching and learning this term, the EIS has 
undertaken a large survey of its members.  This found— 

“The biggest barrier that members reported was low pupil participation, with over 
60% recording this, followed by the challenges in delivering the practical elements 
of the coursework. This highlights the challenge of keeping students effectively 
engaged in their learning, when working remotely.” 

Over half of respondents to the EIS survey stated a lack of adequate internet connection 
and/or access to technology at home was a barrier to their pupils’ participating in home 
learning.  In addition, teachers with caring responsibilities are working from home and 
balancing their parental duties with their work.   

Alongside the strategic framework, the Scottish Government announced that it would 
provide an initial £9m to purchase 25,000 laptops for those that need it.  The Cabinet 
Secretary told Parliament on 27 May— 

“In-home learning takes many forms and is by no means all based online. I 
recognise that some pupils will need extra help, particularly with home access to 
technology. That is why the Scottish Government is working with local authorities 
and schools to identify families in need and is initially investing £9 million to provide 
25,000 free laptops or tablets, with internet access included if it is required. That is 
part of the first phase of our £30 million commitment to support digital learning 
outside school through provision of appropriate devices.” (Col 51) 

Glow is the national digital “environment” which “offers a number of tools and services to 
help you as an educator to enrich and enhance learning across the curriculum”. A Glow 
account provides access to a suite of applications. This can include Microsoft 365, Glow 
Blogs and Google G Suite for Education.4  The Children and Young People’s 
Commissioner Scotland’s submission noted that “families relying on their own equipment 
for children’s education are faced with additional costs and challenges of ensuring the 
equipment is able to work across multiple platforms and apps used by different schools.” 
The CYPCS stated that his could be a challenge with aging equipment and low 
broadband/network speeds.  The Commissioner continued— 

“As the Scottish Government intends to re-open schools using a blended learning 
approach, reliance on online platforms will necessarily continue well into the new 
school year.  Where a family does not have access to appropriate or sufficient IT 

                                                
3 Flipped learning is where direct learning is done individually and classroom time is reserved for application 
of concepts and groupwork. 
4 https://glowconnect.org.uk/contingency-planning/ 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12680&mode=pdf
https://www.eis.org.uk/Content/images/corona/SurveyResults.pdf
https://www.eis.org.uk/Content/images/corona/SurveyResults.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12658&mode=pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12658&mode=pdf
https://glowconnect.org.uk/contingency-planning/
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equipment or a fast internet connection with sufficient data, it impacts significantly 
on the child’s right to an education.” 

Teachers are expected to be able to return to schools this month to prepare for next term.  
The EIS’ survey stated— 

“Over 90% of respondents said that greater clarity over how the next academic year 
of teaching will be delivered would be the most critical to building confidence around 
the next session. The next most critical element, was having time to prepare, 
followed by support from their school and local authority.” 

The recent Connect survey has asked parents/carers whether a blended approach would 
be possible for their family,  the results are shown below. (Note, more than one response 
was possible.) 

 

In addition, 25% said that extra care/activities in addition to part-time school would be 
“essential for my family”; 37% said that they could manage, 35% were not sure.  

One parent told Connect, “It depends on the hours I would have to be at work as I am a 
teacher and also the shifts my husband is working as he works for the police” and another 
“Child has autism so routine and structure is key but not sure how this could be achieved”. 

Parents are not expected to be teachers.  Nonetheless most pupils will need to be 
supervised at home and this could impact on parent’s employment opportunities.  
Improving parental engagement in learning is a policy objective of the Scottish 
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Government and the guidance for the current term stated, “the focus is ensuring that 
parents and carers feel supported in relation to their child's learning at home.” 

Members may wish to explore: 

• What were the range of options for a return to in-school learning have been 
considered by the Scottish Government.  What lessons have been learnt from 
other countries or jurisdictions’ approaches? 

• To what degree the risks of impacts to children and young people’s wellbeing 
and the Scottish Government’s aims of excellence and equity in education are 
balanced against the health risks. 

• Whether there was scope for the Scottish Government to undertake greater 
consultation with teachers, young people, parents/carers and broader society 
on how schools will return and balancing the “four harms”. 

• How schools and local authorities will be consulting teachers, young people, 
parents/carers and their communities to develop local plans.  

• Why there are no young people, or representatives of young people, on the 
Education Recovery Group?  

• How are schools assessing the capacity of their communities to manage 
home-learning in a blended approach.  How will local authorities support 
families that find that they must physically return to work and cannot support 
or be present for children to learn at home. 

• How will schools’ effectiveness of teaching and learning be assessed at a 
local or national level.  What is the expectation of the Scottish Government in 
terms of the amount and quality of teaching and learning after the summer 
break. How will different subjects be affected. 

• How are children with complex additional support needs and their families 
going to be supported and have their needs met. 

• Whether the materials being produced for home learning will be suitable for a 
range of additional support needs.  Will the materials be available for Gaelic 
Medium Education? 

• What assessment has been made of the number of children who are digitally 
excluded or don’t have a space to be able to complete work at home.  Will the 
25,000 laptops announced by the Scottish Government be sufficient to meet 
this need and what other plans are there for the £30m to support these 
families. 

• When schools return in August, measures impacting on individual liberty will 
have been in place for nearly 5 months.  What are the challenges for the 
Scottish Government to reassure pupils and parents/carers that it is safe to 
return to school and at the same time to encourage people to adhere to social 
distancing rules and advice inside and outside of educational establishments. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-pupils-parents-teachers-learning-during-term-4/pages/3/
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THEME 2: ELC  

On 1 April 2020, the Parliament agreed the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 
2014 (Modification No.2) Amendment Order 2020.  This Order revoked previous 
instruments and meant that the planed increase to 1140 hours of statutory funded ELC for 
eligible children would not take place.  The statutory duty under the 2014 Act will remain at 
600 hours per year. 

The statutory position is complicated by the Education Continuity Direction, which 
disapplied duties under section 47(1) of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 
2014 “to the extent the failure [to meet the duty] would be attributable” to the ECD.  The 
duty under s47(1) is the duty to “ secure that the mandatory amount of early learning and 
childcare is made available for each eligible pre-school child belonging to its area”.  The 
guidance which accompanied the ECD stated— 

“Any disregard of a failure to comply with a duty therefore only applies in so far as it 
is due to the restrictions imposed by the Continuity Direction, for example, the 
continued physical closure of the setting for the majority of children.” 

The ECD must be reviewed at least every three weeks.  Ministers have flexibility under the 
Coronavirus Act 2020 as to the content and effect of ECDs. 

The 2020-21 Budget included ring-fenced funding for local authorities to deliver the 
expected 1140 hours from August.  In a letter to local authorities from the Minister for 
Children and Young People, Maree Todd MSP, dated 30 March 2020, local authorities 
were encouraged “to make use of flexibility over the deployment of funding originally 
allocated for the implementation of the 1140 hours expansion to support children and 
families during the pandemic, including supporting the provision of critical childcare to key 
workers and families most in need.”  In terms of funding for partner providers, the letter 
stated— 

“To ensure the sustainability of the private and third sectors through this period of 
crisis, COSLA has issued guidance to local authorities, stating that where private or 
third sector ELC settings, including childminders, are closed or children are unable 
to attend due to the pandemic, local authorities should continue payments for 
funded places for the duration of the closure.” 

The National Day Nurseries Association’s (NDNA) submission to the Committee indicated 
that the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme (ie furlough) has been utilised by the sector.  
The NDNA’s submission stated that “continuing business support will be required for the 
foreseeable future” and that some providers may require support in re-opening.  The 
NDNA also stated 

“Clarification is required over 1140 expansion funding. This is due to come in next 
term with some providers already phased in. Some local authorities are already 
saying they may have to redirect funding now legal requirements to deliver 1140 
hours requirement is removed.” 

The Scottish Government produced guidance on 2 June 2020 which, among other things, 
set out the financial support childminders and other ELC settings may be able to access.  
These are not sector specific funds.  

The Scottish Government’s route map through and out of the crisis envisages the majority 
of nurseries opening at the same time as schools, in Phase 3.  Phase 1, however includes 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/regulation-directive-order/2020/05/coronavirus-act-2020-educational-continuity-direction/documents/education-continuity-direction/education-continuity-direction/govscot%3Adocument/Educational%2BContinuity%2BDirection.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2014/8/section/47/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2014/8/section/47/enacted
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/regulation-directive-order/2020/05/coronavirus-act-2020-educational-continuity-direction/documents/education-continuity-direction-guidance-note/education-continuity-direction-guidance-note/govscot%3Adocument/Educational%2BContinuity%2BDirection%2BGuidance%2BNote.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-childcare-closures-and-emergency-provision/pages/childminders-financial-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-childcare-closures-and-emergency-provision/pages/private-and-third-sector-providers-financial-support/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making-scotlands-route-map-through-out-crisis/pages/4/
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the possibility of increased ELC provision through the re-opening of child-minding services 
and fully outdoor nursery provision.  The Strategic Framework for Reopening Schools and 
ELC stated that reopening of ELC settings will require “age appropriate public health 
measures”.  It said— 

“It is not appropriate for young children to maintain the models of physical distancing 
that would be suitable for older children, either practically or in terms of child 
development. In particular, it is not desirable or possible to implement strict physical 
distancing between young children or between a young child and their key worker. 
Alternative, age appropriate public health measures will be put in place for ELC 
settings. These build on practice undertaken in other countries where nurseries 
have already reopened, including Denmark and Norway. They include: 

• Enhanced hand hygiene and cleaning practices. 

• Caring for children in small groups. 

• Minimising contact between those groups. 

• Maximising use of outdoor spaces. 

• Physical distancing between adults in the setting, including parents at 
drop-off and pick-up times.” 

As of May 2020 there were 26 registered fully outdoor nurseries and 1 fully outdoor out of 
school care setting operating in Scotland.  The Scottish Government has produced 
guidance on re-opening for those settings.  According to the guidance, the focus of these 
settings, if they re-open, is to support continued critical childcare for keyworkers and 
vulnerable children. 

The Scottish Government has also produced guidance for childminders.  This stated that 
“childminders who wish to operate should limit the number of households for whom they 
provide childcare to a maximum of four, in addition to their own, at any one time.”  In 
addition, the maximum number of children in attending the childminding service at any one 
time, including their own children or relatives, should be 8.  Again, the guidance stated that  
the focus of these settings, if they re-open, is to support continued critical childcare for 
keyworkers and vulnerable children. 

Guidance has not yet been produced to support ELC settings to plan for re-opening.  The 
guidance for schools indicated that this would be forthcoming.  The Chief Executive of 
Early Years Scotland is on the Education Recovery Group.  The ERG has a number of 
workstreams, one of which is on ELC.  The minutes of the ERG are fairly sparse; the 
minutes from 1 May are an exception and include a paper on the first meetings of groups 
taking forward the ERG’s workstreams. The ELC workstream noted that the “sustainability 
of the [PVI] sector is a significant concern.” The workstream reported that— 

“Many providers have closed to furlough staff, and for those that remain open cost 
of critical childcare delivery can exceed current levels of payment. This is because 
low occupancy increases cost of delivery There is a need to ensure that payments 
reflect cost, or providers will close.  There is concern that during recovery this 
problem will be exacerbated due to physical distancing limiting occupancy and 
income generation.” 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fully-outdoor-childcare-providers-guidance/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-childminder-services-guidance/pages/summary/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/pages/digital/
https://earlyyearsscotland.org/about-us
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-education-recovery-group-minutes-may-2020/
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The workstream also raised concerns on how the phased return of schools will impact on 
the demand for ELC and out of school care from parents seeking childcare to support a 
return to the workplace. 

Members may wish to explore with the Cabinet Secretary— 

• When ELC settings begin to open, how much funded childcare might 
parents/carers expect to be provided. 

• What will be the aims and priorities of funded ELC provision. 

• How will a play-based curriculum be implemented.  What additional support 
has been put in place for professionals in the sector to develop new 
approaches to ELC. 

• What assessment has the Scottish Government made of the financial 
situation of private and third sector providers.  Wil the Scottish Government 
provide additional funding to mitigate the impact of the social distancing 
guidelines. 

• What input the ERG had from the business sector on how the capacity of the 
ELC sector will impact on the capacity for the economy to restart. 

THEME 3: VULNERABLE CHILDREN 

One of the main issues that the Committee has focused upon during lockdown has been 
the impact of measures on vulnerable children.  These could be in relation to child 
protection measures, school meals, or access to learning.  The Committee asked for views 
of stakeholders and service providers on the issues faced by vulnerable children and the 
support provided to them.  

The Scottish Government guidance to local authorities does not fully define a vulnerable 
child, it stated: 

“Children and young people may be vulnerable for a range of reasons including: 
being on the child protection register; looked after; on the edge of care; being 
eligible for Free School Meals; having complex additional support needs; being 
affected by poverty and deprivation.” 

Educational and wellbeing impact 

A joint report by SOLACE5 and the Scottish Government, dated 15 May, sets out a range 
of evidence on the impact of the lockdown on our young people as well as how local 
authorities and other partners are responding to the challenges of supporting vulnerable 
children.  This report stated— 

“There are increased risks of abuse, and of neglect within families, with additional 
stresses from changes to early learning and childcare, school and business 
closures, family confinement and isolation, alongside physical and psychological 
health impacts.” 

                                                
5  Society of Local Authority Chief Executives and Senior Managers 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-guide-schools-early-learning-closures/pages/vulnerable-children/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/vulnerable-children-report-15-2020-scottish-government-solace/pages/1/
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It also identified a number of surveys, reports and pieces of work undertaken over the past 
two months tracking the impact and people’s views of the impact of the lockdown.  The 
results are mixed.  The Children’s Parliament undertook a survey of around 4,000 children 
between the ages of 8 and 14 years old.  The focus of this survey was not vulnerable 
children and it said: 

“Most children are doing well, with the support of parents, carers, sisters and 
brothers and friends. Most children have an adult at home or outside the home they 
can go to with worries (although less so for boys compared to girls). Most children 
are safe at home.” 

Children 1st’s Parentline noted that demand for its services have grown. It reported: 

“Increased anxiety and distress in already vulnerable families due to the impact of 
coronavirus worries on health, and the impact of lockdown on finances, 
relationships and lack of usual supports.” 

Abelour’s submission to the Committee stated:  

“Families we support with children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder are particularly 
struggling with lockdown and the consequential impact on behaviour, as a result of 
disruption to routines and increased family stress.” 

It was also reported that families are showing resilience in the face of difficulties.  The 
SOLACE and Scottish Government report quoted the Chief Executive of Children 1st, who 
said, "there are some incredible stories of strength coming from the children and families 
that we get alongside" and also that "there are really interesting insights about the relief 
families feel as they have fewer professional systems and 'helpers' to deal with. We should 
have conversations about reaching deep into communities, to help find the solutions."  
However, Barnardo’s Scotland recent submission to the Committee stated “we are 
concerned that a lot of vulnerable children are not being seen by anyone outside their 
household”. 

A submission to the Committee from researchers from the University of Glasgow reported 
on a survey they had undertaken asking teachers for their views on lockdown.  It found, 
“teachers expressed serious concerns for the mental and physical wellbeing of children. 
38.9% of teachers expect many more of their children to be labelled at risk or have 
interventions from social services by the end of the lockdown, and this rises to 68.4% for 
teachers working with more deprived populations.” 

Jim Thewliss told the Committee on 5 June that in the context of moving very quickly into 
lockdown, the support for vulnerable children was “addressed in perhaps the best and 
most effective way in which it could have been”.  He continued— 

“Gradually, through the past 10 to 12 weeks, schools—particularly the guidance 
staff— have begun to better understand the dynamic of vulnerable young people not 
engaging with the system. Through the existing systems in schools, we have started 
to make contact and engage with difficult-to-reach families and young people.” (Cols 
14-15) 

Mr Thewliss also argued that schools are going to have a challenge in identifying the 
children who may need more support as they return to school, due to the impact of the 
lockdown and the pandemic itself.  He said schools will need to develop “a completely new 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200526University_of_Glasgow_Scotland_teachers__Survey_Report_Final.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12680&mode=pdf
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system and a completely new understanding of the lives and the lifestyles that young 
people have experienced during the present period.” (Col 16) 

Deprivation 

A key issue identified at the start of the lockdown was access to food for those who may 
rely on free school meals.  According to the SOLACE and Scottish Government report, 
“Over 168,000 meals are being provided on a daily basis (with 122,000 children entitled to 
free school meals) largely through vouchers and direct payments.” 

Another aspect of concern has been the ability for children from households that are 
materially deprived to have access to digital devices to access learning and the time and 
space within the home to do so.  The SOLACE and Scottish Government report stated: 

“The needs of vulnerable children and young people must be at the forefront of our 
efforts to increase digital access, by addressing access to equipment (smart 
phones, tablets, laptops), low cost and more sustainable provision of access to 
bandwidth and data, and through support to use online safety measures. This 
requires a determined, joined up, combined local and national approach.” 

The University of Glasgow survey explored teachers views on the effect of online learning 
on high and low attaining pupils.  It found, that “the gap between them is concerning on 
nearly every question” with clear differences in student engagement in learning, 
independent learning and the home environment between high and low attaining pupils.   

The Scottish Government has announced two years of pupil equity funding, totalling 
£250m. In previous years, the purpose of PEF has been to close the poverty related 
attainment gap.  For these two years, the purpose also includes supporting learning during 
the coronavirus pandemic.   

Larry Flanagan suggested to the Committee that teachers recruited to support blended 
learning might be used to directly support families.  He said— 

“If a school only has so many classrooms, it can have only so many teachers. It 
might be useful for some of the staff to be employed as peer support or tutor 
support, so that children from disadvantaged backgrounds get support from an adult 
who can reinforce the teaching. That is where the local authority has a particular 
role, as the employer, in providing additional resource to schools and supporting the 
work that is being done there.” (Col 4) 

Larry Flannagan called for an equality audit to “look at the impact of Covid-19 and of 
school closures on the most disadvantaged and then have an action plan to address that” 
(Col 13) When making strategic decisions on school education and implementing these 
decisions, both the Scottish Government and Education Authorities have duties to the 
need to do so in a “way designed to reduce inequalities of outcome” for those whose 
inequalities are caused by socio-economic or any other disadvantage.  Education 
Authorities also have statutory duties in respect to consultation. (See sections 3A and 3B 
of the Standards in Scotland’s Schools etc. Act 2000.) 

Hubs 

Childcare hubs are intended to serve two purposes: to support key workers to continuing to 
work and support their communities, and to support vulnerable children. 

https://www.gov.scot/news/pupil-equity-funding-2/
https://www.gov.scot/news/pupil-equity-funding-2/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12680&mode=pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2000/6/contents
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The level of take-up of vulnerable children at these hubs has been an area of concern.  
The Cabinet Secretary’s letter to the Committee on 26 May stated: 

“The numbers of children and young people classified as ‘vulnerable’ who are 
attending the hubs has risen to an average of over 2,000 every day, though that 
remains a small percentage of the overall number.” 

The Cabinet Secretary also confirmed that the hubs would remain open over the summer 
holidays. 

Barnardo’s Scotland’s submission stated that there is a lack of clarity and consistency on 
who local authorities are identifying as vulnerable and who should attend hubs.  It also 
suggested that the term “vulnerable children” could be stigmatising for families.  The 
Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland’s submission stated— 

“The definition of vulnerable children used by the Scottish Government is broad and 
we welcome this for the flexibility it provides, in terms of access to hubs and other 
support. However, we continue to hear from third sector colleagues and from 
parents that some local authorities are still applying a narrow definition which limits 
access to support. The numbers of vulnerable children accessing these hubs 
remains very low.” 

The EIS undertook a very large survey of its members over May. This provides the first 
national intelligence of what is happening in Hubs.  The EIS reported that the most 
consistently delivered objective has been the provision of childcare and learning 
opportunities for children of eligible key workers.  EIS Members raised some concerns 
about health and safety measures.  93% said that there was “Regular hand washing/hand 
sanitising routines” in place; 44% said there was “Social distancing of 2 metres at all 
times”; 20% said they had been issued “personal protective equipment (PPE) such as 
gloves, aprons, facemasks and goggles etc.”  Comments from members of the EIS noted 
concerns with the provision of PPE and teaching and learning.   

The extent and quality of teaching and learning in Hubs is still unclear.  Enquire’s 
submission sought more information on the level of provision available for children and 
young people with complex ASN in hubs.   

Local authorities have not necessarily considered attendance at a Hub as the best way to 
support vulnerable children.  COSLA’s letter to the Committee of 28 May stated: 

“There has been a reliance on the professional judgement of our workforce at a 
local level, by those who know children and their families best, about whether they 
would benefit from attending hubs … Across Scotland, a range of approaches have 
been taken, including calling families, using digital communication means, as well 
as dropping off packs of resources and checking in with families through visits, while 
respecting the social distancing guidelines. Multiagency working, co-ordinated 
through Chief Officer Groups (COGs), has been key in supporting some of the most 
vulnerable families and there are numerous examples of this across Scotland. We 
know that families are very concerned about COVID-19, and where family members 
are in the shielding category for example, a child attending a hub may present an 
additional risk to health.” 

CELCIS’ submission to the Committee indicated that practice and professional 
collaboration may be supported by a move toward online meetings. It stated— 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200526InDFMtoEducationCommittee.pdf
https://www.eis.org.uk/Content/images/corona/SurveyResults.pdf
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“Many practitioners have shared that they feel encouraged by the increase in multi-
agency working and seeing an implementation of GIRFEC principles into practice.” 

Members may wish to explore with the Cabinet Secretary: 

• Whether there is evidence of the expected rise in child protection issues.   

• How and whether the longer-term educational impacts of the lockdown on 
certain groups of children (e.g. from deprived households) might be 
measured and mitigated in the months and years to come.  Whether the 
Scottish Government will take forward the EIS’ suggestion of an “equality 
audit”. 

• The extent to which professionals have been able to continue a multi-agency 
approach to supporting the welfare and wellbeing of children and their 
families.  Has this improved through greater use of technology. 

• How young people with complex ASN and their families are being particularly 
supported. 

• When the independent review on ASL undertaken by Angela Morgan will be 
published and whether the Government response will take into account the 
impact of Covid-19 on those with ASN.  

• How the hubs are supporting vulnerable children.  The extent to which hubs 
are a place of learning or pastoral support.  Will the purpose of the hubs 
change over the summer? 

THEME 4: CERTIFICATION IN 2020 AND 2021 

Certification in 2020 

The Committee has considered the SQA’s plans for certification and has exchanged letters 
with the SQA.  The Committee’s letter and the response of the SQA have both been 
published. 

The Committee raised concerns with the SQA regarding: 

• The process of estimation; 

• The moderation of teacher judgement; 

• Equalities Impact of the planned certification process; and  

• Appeals process. 

Fiona Robertson, Chief Executive of the SQA stated: 

“The cancellation of exams has required SQA to consider, review and adapt our 
processes, in a very short space of time. As I highlighted to the Committee, the 
scale and complexity of the changes required, and at this time of year, are simply 
unprecedented. It is important to therefore highlight that some of our work is still in 
progress.” 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/20200508CtteetoSQA.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200521SQA_response_to_Education_and_Skills_Committee.pdf
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The SQA noted that teacher judgement is “at the heart of Scottish Education”. In terms of 
moderation, the SQA stated that it is “a key part of SQA’s responsibilities every year to 
ensure that standards are maintained across Scotland — and this year in particular across 
schools and colleges in the absence of external assessment.”  The SQA indicated that it 
would publish its methodology on results day.  In relation to this decision the SQA stated— 

“We believe it is in the best interests of learners, if teachers and lecturers only make 
estimate decisions based purely on their professional judgement and their strong 
understanding of how their learners have performed.” 

The cancellation of exams have also affected the other parts of the UK.   The exam system 
in the rest of the UK is different in a number of respects.  One difference is that GCSEs 
and A Levels are offered by a number of exam boards and regulated by Ofqual.  Ofqual 
has faced many of the same challenges and has taken broadly the same approach as the 
SQA in Scotland. Key similarities are: that certification will continue; that the same 
qualifications will be awarded; grades will be calculated on the basis of teacher estimates; 
and that these will be moderated by the exam boards.  It is unclear the extent to which 
these similarities are coincidental or the extent to which other options were considered and 
discussed in Scotland. 

The reasons and rationale for Ofqual’s decision-making have been set out in more detail in 
its consultation documents. This was explored in the SPICe Briefing for the Committee 
meeting on 5 June. A key difference between the approach in Scotland and in other areas 
of the UK is that there is a planned “additional exam series in the autumn, which will 
provide an opportunity for students unable to receive a calculated grade, and others who 
would like the opportunity to improve their grade, to take an exam.” 

The SQA’s consultation appears to have been directly through participation of the 
Qualifications Contingency Group, although the remit of the group is not explicitly to 
support the development certification.  The Committee has received submissions noting 
that pupils have had little say in the development of the certification process this year.  The 
SQA’s communications have been aimed at practitioners and therefore have focused on 
the practicalities of delivering the qualifications, with little space devoted to the discussing 
the detailed reasons for taking the decisions it has.  In a submission to the Committee in 
May, the NASUWT called for better communication between the SQA and the profession 
and it representatives, it nonetheless recognised that the “significant challenges associated 
with certification in current circumstances means that there are no easy solutions” but 
continued— 

“It is important that these challenges are explained clearly and that the teaching 
profession is taken into the SQA’s confidence, particularly when it is being asked to 
undertake difficult tasks in highly pressurised circumstances.” 

The SQA has provided broad principles which underpin its work.  Fiona Robertson told the 
Committee— 

“Our approach is based on three core principles: fairness to learners; safe and 
secure certification of our qualifications, while following the latest public health 
advice; and maintaining the integrity and credibility of our qualifications system, 
while ensuring that standards are maintained over time in the interests of learners.” 
(Official Report. 1 May 2020, Col 3) 

https://www.gov.scot/groups/coronavirus-covid-19-qualifications-contingency-group/
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200504NASUWT.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200504NASUWT.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12623&mode=pdf
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The SQA wrote to schools, colleges and Directors of Education on 3 June to explain how 
the process will work.  In terms of moderation, it said— 

“The data we will be working with includes school and college estimates, rank 
orders, historical results and estimates for all National Courses as well as learners’ 
prior attainment data for many Highers and Advanced Highers. This will allow us to 
explore the reasons for any apparent changes in the pattern of attainment 
(compared with previous years) that are reflected in the estimates submitted by 
schools and colleges. 

“To be as fair as possible such an approach needs to incorporate multiple checks 
and decision rules to identify where adjustment may be necessary. But it is 
important to highlight that, in Scotland, there are some qualifications that have low 
uptake either at a school and college level or at a national level. 

“Prior attainment data is also not available for National 5 and some Higher learners. 
This means that we will not use a purely statistical approach to moderation. Final 
grade distributions will be signed-off through national awarding meetings. Each 
meeting will involve input from senior qualifications staff in SQA and principal 
assessors for each subject and level.” 

Statistical models can be used to highlight sets of results that are unusual or unlikely.  
Given the very high number of SQA qualifications awarded in any year, there will be a 
significant number of unlikely sets of results.  Larry Flannagan and Jim Thewliss discussed 
the moderation of results in the current year and noted that the important part of that 
process would be what steps would be taken once a set of results were identified as 
unusual.  The both called for the SQA to engage in dialogue with the schools to 
understand the reasons for this and for any adjustments to be made in collaboration with 
the schools.  Mr Flannagan noted that there may have been a material difference in the 
school between 2019 and 2020, for example, additional teaching staff. 

Exams and certification in 2020-21 

It is not certain that exams will be able to take place in 2021.  The Cabinet Secretary told 
the Parliament that— 

“There will remain an important role for assessment, in supporting progression in 
learning, during the phased return to schools. The Scottish Qualifications Authority 
will continue to develop plans to deliver the 2021 exam diet, and it will provide 
further advice to ensure that arrangements are in place to capture on an on-going 
basis the learning outcomes of young people in the senior phase in the 2020-21 
school year …  although the exam diet is planned for in 2021, we cannot be certain 
that it will be able to take its course.” (Cols 52 & 58) 

A similar statement is made in the strategic framework for reopening schools.  Larry 
Flanagan noted that time may short in 2020-21 and therefore teaching the content for 
National Qualifications might be challenging.  He said— 

“If a course takes 120 hours to teach—that is, 160 hours minus 40 hours of 
consolidation—and you know that pupils are not going to get that amount of 
teaching, is it fair to present them with an exam that is based on 120 hours of 
learning?” (Col 39) 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/94362.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12680&mode=pdf
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Members will recall that 160 hours for 24 point National courses (e.g. National 5s or 
Highers) refers to the contact time expected.  A 24 point course is estimated to include 
around 240 hours of learning when self-directed learning (ie homework or revision) is taken 
into account. 

Mr Flanagan also noted that the Scottish system allows for flexibility of when in senior 
phase certification takes place.  He said— 

“There is discussion about the possibility that unit accreditation could be used for 
secondary 4 pupils and that there could be an exit qualification. That would create 
10 to 12 weeks of additional teaching time for pupils in S4, 90 per cent of whom go 
into S5 anyway. Most of those who leave school go into college apprenticeships, 
and the unit accreditation would articulate with that. The EIS is advocating that 
approach, but it still leaves a challenge with regard to the pupils who are leaving 
after S5 and S6.” 

Both Mr Flannagan and Mr Thewliss called for a decision on the nature of certification in 
2020-21 to be made soon.  Mr Thewliss said— 

“If it is made quickly, that will allow the system that is put in place to start working to 
support young people to get the best from it.” (Col 40) 

The SQA issued a statement over the weekend following interest resulting from the 
Committee’s meeting which said— 

“The SQA will provide further advice to schools to ensure appropriate arrangements 
are in place to capture, on an ongoing basis, the learning outcomes met by young 
people in the senior phase in the school year 2020-21.  This will provide a strong 
evidence base to support assessment and certification.”6 

Members may wish to explore Cabinet Secretary: 

• Whether the Cabinet Secretary is content that, given the time constraints, the 
SQA undertook sufficient consultation in developing a certification model for 
2020. 

• Whether, to ensure the perspective of young people is taken into account, the 
Qualifications Contingency Group should include young people or a 
representative of young people in its membership? 

• The Cabinet Secretary’s views on the suggestion that any moderation of 
grades for certification in the current year should be undertaken in 
partnership with the schools and departments concerned. 

• What progress has been made toward a robust certification model in 2020-21.  
Whether the Cabinet Secretary expects there to be a public consultation on 
this and when a final decision will be made. 

 
Ned Sharratt 
SPICe Research 
9 June 2020 

                                                
6 The Courier, 6 June 2020, Clarity call over exams for next year. 
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ANNEXE 

Remit and Membership of the COVID-19 Education Recovery Group 

This list of members of the Scottish Government’s COVID-19 Education Recovery Group. 

The Group will: 

• bring together decision makers and key influencers to ensure that the delivery of 
childcare, early learning and education maintains a strong focus on excellence and 
equity for all, within the necessary constraints of the COVID-19 response 

• provide leadership and advice to ministers and local government leaders in 
developing the strategic approach to the response and recovery of the ELC and 
education system 

• work across organisational and structural boundaries to support the response and 
recovery efforts 

• consider and provide advice on any proposed changes in Scottish education 
strategy, taking into account any long-term effects of the COVID-19 response 

• be a forum for frank and open discussion about what is working and what and 
where more improvement is required 

Members: 

• John Swinney, Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, 
MSP (chair) 

• Stephen McCabe, Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (CoSLA), Children and 
Young People spokesperson (co-chair) 

• Maree Todd, Minister for Children and Young People, MSP 

• Alison Cumming, Scottish Government, Director of Early Learning & Childcare 

• Carrie Lindsay, Association of Directors of Education in Scotland (ADES), President 

• Eddie Follan, Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (CoSLA), 

• Fiona Robertson, Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA), Chief Executive 

• Gayle Gorman, Education Scotland, Chief Executive of Education Scotland and 
Chief Inspector of Education 

• Gillian Hamilton, Education Scotland, Strategic Director 

• Graeme Logan, Scottish Government, Director of Learning 

• Greg Dempster, Association of Headteachers and Deputes in Scotland (AHDS), 
General Secretary 

• Jane Brumpton, Early Years Scotland, Chief Executive 
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• Jim Thewliss, School Leaders Scotland (SLS), General Secretary 

• Joanna Murphy, National Parent Forum of Scotland (NPFS), Chair 

• Karen Reid, Perth & Kinross Council, Chief Executive 

• Ken Muir, General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS), Chief Executive 

• Larry Flanagan, Educational Institute of Scotland (EIS), General Secretary 

• Sam Anson, Scottish Government, Improvement, Attainment and Wellbeing 

• Sheena Devlin, Perth & Kinross Council, Executive Director 

• John Gallacher, Regional Manager (UNISON) 
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Education and Skills Committee 

14th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5), Friday 12 June 2020 

Covid-19: School education and Early Learning Settings - Submissions pack 

The session on 12th June with Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills and will 
focus on: the re-opening of schools and early learning settings; the impact of 
lockdown and of the re-opening of schools  and early learning settings on vulnerable 
children; and assessment including in the 2020-21 academic year.  
 
The pack is divided into the four themes set out in the SPICe paper, where a 
submission covers all four themes then it is reflected in the re-opening schools 
section 
 
Reopening of Schools  

Academics 

• Professor Aoife Nolan 
• Joint submission from Royal Society Edinburgh and Learned Societies Group 

 
Organisations 

• Barnardo’s Scotland 
• Carers Trust on behalf of the National Carer Organisations 
• Scottish Council of Independent Schools (SCIS) 

 
Young People’s views 

• Citadel Youth Centre, Edinburgh 
• Cupar Youth Café  
• Kirkcaldy YMCA 
• Scottish Youth Parliament in partnership with Young Scot and YouthLink 

Scotland 
 

Parents and Parent Organisations  

• Malcolm Black  
• Connect 
• National Parent Forum Scotland (NPFS) 
• Dr Sarah Thomas and Dr Nicholas Evans  
• Jenifer Johnston 

 
Trade Unions 

• NASUWT 
• UNISON 

 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200608Professor_Aoife_Nolan.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/Joint_RSE-LSG_submission_-_Education_and_Skills_Committee_evidence_session_12_June.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200604Barnardos.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200603Carers_trust_on_behalf_of_the_National_Carer_Organisations.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200603Carers_trust_on_behalf_of_the_National_Carer_Organisations.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200609Scottish_Council_of_Independent_Schools.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200608Citadel_Youth_Centre_Edinburgh.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200609Cupar_Youth_Cafe_Survey_-_Return_to_school_2020.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200604Kirkcaldy_YMCA_Report_SP_Outreach.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200605SYP_Youthlink_Young_Scot_briefing.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200605SYP_Youthlink_Young_Scot_briefing.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200605Malcolm_Black.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200605Connect.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200608NPFS.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200601Dr_Sarah_Thomas_and_Dr_Nicholas_Evans.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200608Jenifer_Johnston.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200608NASUWT.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200604Unison_Return_to_education_response.pdf
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The following submissions have already been circulated to members in the meeting 
papers of the 5th June 2020. 

• Comann nam Pàrant 
• University of Glasgow     

 
 
Early Learning and After school care 

• National Day Nurseries Association (NDNA) 
• Simply Play 

 
The following submission has already been circulated to members in the meeting 
papers of the 5th June 2020. 

• Give Them Time campaign 
 

 
Welfare and education of vulnerable children 

The following submissions are the latest submissions received in respect of the 
impact of Covid -19 on vulnerable children  

• Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (CYPCS) 
• Enquire 
• Resolve  
• Signpost  

 
The following submissions have already been circulated to members in previous 
meeting papers.  

• Aberlour 
• Barnardo’s Scotland 
• Carers Trust Scotland 
• CELCIS 
• Child Poverty Action Group in Scotland (CPAG) 
• Children 1st 
• Children’s Health Scotland   
• EIS 
• Families Outside 
• Fife Young Carers 
• GCVS 
• Health and Social Care Alliance 
• Includem 
• Kinship Carers Coalition 
• NASUWT 
• National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS) 
• NSPCC 
• Poverty Truth Community 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200527Comann_nam_Parant.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200526University_of_Glasgow_Scotland_teachers__Survey_Report_Final.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200604NDNA_Scotland.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200605SimplyPlay.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200520Give_them_Time_Campaign.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200608CYPCS.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200605Enquire.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200608Resolve.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200609Signpost.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200507Aberlour.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200506Barnardos.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200505Carers_Trust_Scotland.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200519CELCIS.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200501Child_Poverty_Action_Group_in_Scotland.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200507Children_1st.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200505Childrens_Health_Scotland.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200429EIS.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200514Families_Outside.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200506Fife_Young_Carers.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200430GCVS.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200515Health_and_Social_Care_Alliance.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200520Includem.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200505Kinship_Care_Coalition.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200504NASUWT.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200520NDCS.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200429NSPCC.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200518Poverty_Truth_community.pdf
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• Royal Blind 
• Royal College of Psychiatrists in Scotland 
• Salvesen Mindroom Centre 
• Scottish Children’s Services Coalition (SCSC) 
• Scottish Women’s Aid 
• UNISON 
• Upstart Scotland 
• Who Cares? Scotland 

 
Correspondence  

The following letters formed part of the submissions pack for the meeting on the 5th 
June 2020. 

The Committee wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills on issues 
relating to the wellbeing and learning experiences of vulnerable children. This was 
also highlighted to COSLA. The letter from the Committee and the responses from 
the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills and COSLA are limked below.    

 
• Read the letter to the Cabinet Secretary, 18 May 2020 (180KB pdf)     
• Read the letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills. 26 May 

2020 (1MB pdf)  
• Read the response from COSLA. 28 May 2020 (117KB pdf) 

 
Exam Diet 

 
Correspondence  

Following the Committee’s evidence session with the SQA on 1st May on the 
cancellation of the exam diet, the Committee wrote to the SQA on 8 May seeking 
clarity on a number of issues raised in evidence. The Committee has also written to 
the Equality and Human Rights Commission on the evidence given by the SQA. The 
letters are reproduced in full below. The links are noted below to the letters which 
formed part of the submissions pack for the meeting on the 5th June 2020 
 

• Read the letter from the Committee to the SQA, 8 May 2020 (190KB pdf) 
• Read the response from the SQA. 21 May 2020 (130KB pdf) 
• Read the letter to the Equality and Human Rights Commission. 22 May 2020 

(251KB pdf) 
• Read the response from the Equality and Human rights Commission. 2 June 

2020 (227KB pdf) 
Submissions 

The following submission is the latest submission received in respect of the exam 
diet 2020. 

• Dr Tracy Kirk  

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200424Royal_Blind.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/RCPsychIS_Education_Committee_response_-_Vulnerable_Children__140520.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200501Salvesen_Mindroom_Centre.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200430SCSC.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200429Scottish_Women_Aid.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200505UNISON.docx.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200429Upstart_Scotland.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200514Who_Cares_Scotland_letter_and_report.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/Inquiries/20200518ConvenertoCabSecVulnerableChildren.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200526InDFMtoEducationCommittee.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200526InDFMtoEducationCommittee.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200528In_COSLA_Letter_to_ES_Committee_-_Vulnerable_Children.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/20200508CtteetoSQA.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200521SQA_response_to_Education_and_Skills_Committee.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200522Out_ltr_to_EHRC_with_annexe.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200522Out_ltr_to_EHRC_with_annexe.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/EHRC_response_to_Education_and_Skills_Committee_-_2_June_2020.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/EHRC_response_to_Education_and_Skills_Committee_-_2_June_2020.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200603Dr_Tracy_Kirk_Supporting_Evidence_to__SQA_Wheres_Our_Say__briefing.pdf
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The following submissions have already been circulated to members in previous 
meeting papers  

• Learned Societies Group on STEM Education  
• A group of #iWill ambassadors 

 
Submissions from individual teachers 

• Submission from a Social Subjects faculty in a rural comprehensive 
• Teacher 1 
• Teacher 2 
• Teacher 3 
• Teacher 4 
• Teacher 5 

 
Submissions from teaching unions 

• Catherine Nicol, Vice President, Scottish Secondary Teachers’ Association 
• EIS 

 
The Committee also received feedback from Young people with the help of the 
Scottish Youth Parliament in partnership with YouthLink and YoungScot We also 
received feedback from the Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland. 
Links to this feedback can be read below.  

• Scottish Youth Parliament, YouthLink and Young Scot 
• Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland 

 
 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200529LSG_letter_-_COVID-19_and_examinable_content.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200529will_Ambassadors_-_Coronavirus_and_Education_Inquiry_.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200501Submission_from_a_Social_Subjects_faculty_in_a_rural_comprehensive.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200501Teacher_1.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200501Teacher_2.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200501Teacher_3.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200501Teacher_4.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/20200501Teacher_5.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/Catherine_Nicol.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/EIS_submission_to_Scottish_Parliament_Education_Committee_re_SQA_diet_2020.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/Scottish_Youth_Parliament_YouthLink_and_YoungScot.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Education/General%20Documents/CYPCS.pdf
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